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**Executive Summary** 

 

 
Marshall Islands 

 

PARTICIPANTS 

204 participated in the conference on  

November 2
nd

, including 109 students, 28 

educators, and 67 parents and community 

members 

 

MAJOR SPONSORS 

Majestic Realty Foundation, Gold 

California Credit Union, Gold 

Los Angeles County Supervisor Don Knabe, 

Gold 

AXA, Copper 

NT & Associates, Copper 

Horace Mann, Bronze 

Long Beach State Athletics, Bronze 

Ohana Hawaiian BBQ, Bronze 

The Comedy and Magic Club, Bronze 

Island Mix Radio, David Brown, Marketing 

 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS:  Meghan Blanco 

Fitzpatrick, Assistant United States Attorney 

and Raymond Rolak, Sports Broadcaster and 

Film Producer 

 

 
Raymond Rolak 

 

 
Meghan Blanco Fitzpatrick 

 
WORKSHOP PRESENTERS 

 Uncle Henry Kamae, Ukulele Expert 

 Samoan Dance Workshop by Renee 

Tiedemann Maravel, Lennox Middle 

School Teacher 

 Maori Haka Dance Workshop by 

Layne and Rata Hannemann 

 Innovative Teaching Strategies by 

Dr. Joseph De Torres, Contra Costa 

College and Nancy Martinsen, CSU 

East Bay 

 Arts and Crafts by Jackie Robinson 

Academy and Cabrillo High School 

Pacific Islander Clubs, Long Beach 

Unified School District 

 

 

 
Hawaii 

 

CAREER & COLLEGE FAIR 

 Cerritos College 

 CSU East Bay 

 CSU Los Angeles 

 Los Angeles Police Department 

 Southwest Carpenters Training Fund 

 Pepperdine University 

 University of Southern California 

 University of Hawaii 

 

AWARDS CEREMONY 

 Fifteen students were Christina  

Diaz Student Scholar Awards recipients 

 Four Sevia Ma’ae Educator Awardees 

were Leilani Coco, Manaia Petaia, Lilaki 

Thetford, and Maria Torres. 

 Four Dr. Alofa Tanuvasa Community 

Awards were presented: Don Ku’uipo 

Hatori, Vaka Faletau, Long Beach State 



Athletics, and The Ice House Comedy 

Club of Pasadena.       

 Taylor Lepisi, Lyca Montero, Cory 

Kaaukai, Johanna Vergara, and Jose 

Gabriel David received the Christina 

Diaz Scholarships sponsored by the 

Anita Barrios Memorial Fund, NT &  

 Associates, the Linda Vaca Memorial 

Fund, the Sarah Tanimoto Memorial 

Fund, Horace Mann, Melaleuca, and the 

Thompson Family. 

.   

PERFORMING GROUPS 

Lakewood High School, Long Beach 

USD, Dominguez High School, 

 Compton USD, and students from the 

Channel Coast Ventura County Chapter 

of NPIEN 

 

 
Samoa 

 

EXHIBITORS & VENDORS 

Horace Mann, Office of Samoan Affairs, 

Los Angeles County Office of Education, 

Health Outreach Program, Cookie Lee, 

Tongan Community Service Center, Ray 

Diaz Gourd Art, Fetutasi’s Island Souvenirs,  

The Writer’s Gateway, Go for Broke  

National Education Center, Raymond Rolak 

 

 
 Tonga 

 

NPIEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Aileen Tanimoto Matsuura, President 

Tino Andres, President-Elect 

Martha Donnenfield, Immediate Past  

President & Treasurer 

Falanai Ala, President Emeritus 

Hector Molina, Vice President  

Teresa Molina, Secretary 

Kimberly Adame, Member 

Amaris Leiataua, Member 

Jocelyn Marquez, Member 

Laty Johnson, Member, Northern California 

Chapter President 

Tiloi Tuitama, Member, Channel Coast  

Chapter President 

Gwen Yates, Member 

Dr. Victor C. Thompson, Executive Director 

 

NPIEN STAFF 

Tino Andres, Chief of Staff 

David Brown 

Jenny Chomori 

Lopaka Faria 

John Harrington 

QB Keju 

Bruce Lee 

Judy Ann Sanchez 

Ixchel Gill-Stanford 

Dr. Mafutaga Tagaloa-Tulifau 

Althea Thomas 

James Young 

 

NPIEN HONORARY BOARD  

Ruth Perez Ashley 

Congressman Eni F.H. Faleomavaega 

Dr. Adele Satele Galeai 

Linda Garcia 

Vivian Hansen 

Dr. Kehaulani Kauanui 

Assemblymember George Nakano 

Dr. Audrey Yamagata Noji 

Wallace Ali’ifua Rank  

Soledad Santos, Northern California Chapter 

President Emeritus 

Prany Sananikone 

Superintendent Chris Steinhauser 

Reverend Misipouena Tagaloa 

Governor Togiola T.A. Tulafono  

Congressman Robert A. Underwood 

 

NPIEN FOUNDING BOARD MEMBERS 

Iosefa Aina 

Sevia Ma’ae 

Eugene Mafi 

Joyce Mann 

Art Medina 

Dr. Michael Perez 

Freda Tanuvasa 

Dr. Alofa Tanuvasa  

 

 

 



DAVIS MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Cesar Flores, Principal 

Precious Young, Assistant Principal 

Joseph Hembrick, Assistant Principal 

Vara Brewer, Categorical Programs Special-

ist 

Pacific Islander Club Advisor: Tino Andres 

 

COMPTON UNIFIED SCHOOL 

DISTRICT 

Board of Education 

Micah Ali, President 

Margie Garrett, Vice President 

Satra D. Zurita, Clerk 

Skyy D. Fisher, Legislative Representative 

Emma Sharif, Member 

Marjorie Shipp, Member 

Mae Thomas, Member 

Edgar Preciado, Student Board Member 

Darin Brawley, Superintendent 

 

 
Guam 

 

 

THANKS TO AWARDS SPONSORS:   

Assemblymember Isadore Hall III,  

Assemblymember Cristina Garcia,  

State Senator Ronald Calderon,  

Los Angeles County Supervisor Don Knabe, 

Lakewood Mayor Steve Croft, Carson City 

Council, Pasadena Mayor Bill Bogaard,  

Paramount Mayor Gene Daniels, Paramount 

Unified School District, Downey Unified 

School District, Long Beach Mayor Bob 

Foster, Long Beach Unified School District, 

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, Downey 

Mayor Mario Guerra 

 

DOOR PRIZE SPONSORS   

CM School Supply, Association of California 

School Administrators, Los Angeles County 

Office of Education, Pacific Island Ethnic 

Art Museum, Babouch Moroccan Restaurant, 

Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts, 

Weingart Lakewood Family YMCA, The 

Rinks, Musical Theatre West, Cal Bowl, 

Starbucks, Heritage Museum of Orange 

County, Los Angeles Dodgers, Me-n-Ed's 

Pizzeria-Lakewood, Long Beach Playhouse, 

Hula Preservation Society, Southwest  

Carpenters Training Fund, Cerritos College,  

Horace Mann, Hof's Hut, Golf N' Stuff, 

Hugo's Restaurants, The Funnel House Ice 

Cream and Frozen Yogurt, Long Beach  

Museum of Art, Aquarium of the Pacific, 

Barnes and Noble, Raymond Rolak  

 

TRANSPORTATION SPONSOR 

Los Angeles County Supervisor Don Knabe 

 

 

OFFICIAL CONFERENCE HOTELS 

Willow Tree Inn and Hampton Inn Carson 

 

  
 

Northern Mariana Islands – Saipan 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Brandon Upper,  

Scholarship Winner, Will 

Rogers Middle School 

 

Layne Hannemann and the 

Maori Haka Class 



Join us for the 13
th

 Annual Conference on 

November 1, 2014!!! 

 

  
American Samoa 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

NPIEN’s 2nd Annual Golf 

Tournament on April 28, 2014 

Lakewood Country Club 

www.npien.com 
 

 

 

 

Raymond Rolak 

Associate Producer 

www.getajobmovie.com  

 

NPIEN’s Channel Coast Chapter from Ventura County 

Christina Diaz Scholarship Winners 

NPIEN Board and Staff Members 

Davis Middle School’s Warm Welcome Sign 

There were 17 vendors and  

exhibitors at the conference 

http://www.npien.com/
http://www.getajobmovie.com/

