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Marshall Islands 

 

PARTICIPANTS 

 Over 260 participated in the confer-

ence on November 13
th

, including 

117 students, 46 teachers, and 97 

parents and community members 

 

SPONSORS 

Majestic Realty Foundation, Gold 

Together Samoa, Gold 

Cars 4 Causes, Silver 

Cookie Lee Jewelry, Silver 

Linaka Polynesian Dancers, Silver 

Samoan Achievers International, Silver 

AXA Financial, Copper 

National Education Association, Copper 

TEAM Referral Network, Copper 

ACRO Printing, Program Printing 

California Credit Union, Bronze 

California Teachers Association, Bronze 

Gateway Business Bank, Bronze 

Teachers Association of Long Beach, 

Bronze 

Ohana Hawaiian BBQ, Bronze 

Pacific Island Ethnic Art Museum, Bronze 

Peace Builders, Bronze 

Starbucks, Bronze 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  Idaho State Sen-

ator Edgar Malepeai  is also a high school 

government teacher and NCAA football ref-

eree 

 
Senator Malepeai 

KEYNOTE PANEL - WOMEN & 

EDUCATION: Meghan Blanco, Attor-

ney, Renee Tiedemann Maravel, Teach-

er, Lennox School District, Pua Palei, 

Researcher, Long Beach Memorial Hos-

pital, Soledad Santos, Professor, Ever-

green Valley College, Me Phillipp, Sis-

ters Alumni of the South Pacific 

 
WORKSHOP PRESENTERS 

 Uncle Henry Kamae, Ukulele Expert 

 Linaka Polynesian Dancers, Dance 

Workshop, Stephanie Dao 

 Rita Scanlan, Arts and Crafts 

 Brenna Barrett, CEO, Pacific Island 

Ethnic Art Museum (PIEAM) 

 Albert Wilmovsky, Cerritos College 

 Sane Mataitusi, Principal, San Ber-

nardino Unified School District 

 Meghan Blanco, Attorney 

 Renee Tiedemann Maravel, Teacher, 

Lennox School District 

 Eve Jakob, Mind Streams 

 Diana Faatai, Dean, Carson High 

School, Los Angeles USD 

 Me Phillipp, Sisters Alumni of the 

South Pacific 

 Soledad Santos, Professor, Ever-

green Valley College 

 Dr. Joseph De Torres, Professor, 

Contra Costa College 

 

PRE-CONFERENCE SESSION:  

National Education Association (NEA) 

conducted a Focused Conversation on edu-

cating Native Hawaiian Students on Friday 

November 12
th

 with UC Berkeley professor 

Dr. Khatharya Um, and NEA director Bouy 

Te and researcher Dan Lunaria.  Native Ha-

waiian teachers and NPIEN Board members 

participated in this session. 

 

 
Hawaii 

 

 

AWARDS CEREMONY 

 Eleven students were Christina Diaz 

Student Scholar Awards recipients 



 One Sevia Ma’ae Educator Award was 

awarded to Elizabeth Campos, Lake-

wood High School Teacher  

 Five Dr. Alofa Tanuvasa Community 

Awards was presented: Myra McGinnis, 

Moto & Rachel Puaina, King’s Hawai-

ian Bakery, Sisters’ Alumni of the 

South Pacific  

 Shane Mauinatu, Chad Ka’aukai, 

Lizelle Felix, Eneti Tagaloa, and Mar-

tin Finau received the Christina Diaz 

Scholarship sponsored by Aileen Tan-

imoto Matsuura, Chris Kakimi, Gate-

way Business Bank, Pacific Island 

Ethnic Art Museum, and Peace Build-

ers 

 

PERFORMING GROUPS 

 Lakewood High School Pacific Islander 

Club presented the Island Nation Flags 

 Uncle Henry’s Ukulele Class 

 Linaka Dance Workshop Group 

 Cabrillo High School Pacific Islander 

Club 

 Paramount High School Pacific Islander 

Club 

 Roosevelt Middle School Pacific Is-

lander Club 

 Davis Middle School Pacific Islander 

Club 

 Artesia High School Pacific Islander 

Club 

 

 

Samoa 

EXHIBITORS 

Cookie Lee 

Ray Diaz Hawaiian Gourds 

Guam Books and Beads 

Mary Kay Cosmetics 

Los Angeles Police Department 

Morey’s Music 

Peace Builders 

Pacific Island Ethnic Art Museum 

Sisters’ Alumni of the South Pacific 

Waddell & Reed 

 

 
 Tonga 

 

PARTICIPANT COMMENTS 

 I appreciate all the valuable information 

 Need to have more of these 

 The information and resources gathered 

was very useful for me to share with 

family, community, and the school dis-

trict 

 Mahalo Uncle Henry! 

 
NPIEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Martha Donnenfield , President 

Aileen Tanimoto-Matsuura, President Elect 

Falanai Ala, Past President  

Rita Scanlan, Vice President 

Eugene Mafi, Secretary 

Nikki Wood-Perkins, Treasurer 

Soledad Santos, No CA Chapter President 

Gwen Yates, Member 

Dr. Victor Thompson, Executive Director 

 
NPIEN STAFF 

Tino Andres, Chief of Staff 

David Brown 

Jenny Chomori 

Lopaka Faria 

QB Keju 

Bruce Lee 

Les Nakasaki 

Rachel Puaina 

Geminelle Rollins 

Judy Ann Sanchez 

Ixchel Gill-Stanford 

Dr. Mafutaga S. Tagaloa-Tulifau 

Brittany Jean Noelani Valdez 

 
NPIEN BOARD ADVISORS 

Ruth Perez Ashley 

Dr. Kehaulani Kauanui 

Dr. Audrey Yamagata Noji 

Prany Sananikone 

Rev. Misipouena Tagaloa 

 

NPIEN HONORARY BOARD 

MEMBERS 
Congressman Eni Faleomavaega 

Linda Garcia 

Vivian Hansen 

Assemblymember George Nakano 

Wallace Aliifua Rank 

Dr. Adele Satele-Galea’i 

Superintendent Chris Steinhauser 

Governor Togiola T.A. Tulafono 

Congressman Robert A. Underwood 

 

 



 

ARTESIA HIGH SCHOOL 

Sergio Garcia, Principal 

Kester Song, Assistant Principal 

Ryan Zerbel, Assistant Principal 

Lama Liebenau, PI Club Advisor 

 
 

ABC UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Celia Spitzer, President 

Maynard Law, Vice President 

Armin Reyes, Clerk 

Olympia Chen 

James Kang 

Mark Pulido 

Sophia Tse 

Dr. Gary Smuts, Superintendent 

 

 
Guam 

 
THANKS TO LEGISLATORS:  The late 

State Senator Jenny Oropeza, Senator Ro-

derick D. Wright, Assemblymembers Ted 

W. Lieu & Warren Furutani, Mayor Frank 

Scotto & Torrance City Council, Mayor Eric 

Perrodin & Compton City Council, Mayor 

Bob Foster, City of Long Beach, Paramount 

Unified School District Board of Education 

& Dr. David Verdugo Superintendent, Los 

Angeles County Supervisors Don Knabe and 

Mark Ridley-Thomas  

 

  
 

Northern Mariana Islands – Saipan 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
American Samoa 

 

Join us for the 10
th

 Annual Conference on 

November 12, 2011  

 

www.npien.com  

Uncle Henry leads ukulele 

class in rendition of  Pearly 

Shells 

Sane Mataitusi, San Bernardino USD 

Principal, meets with parents and 

teachers 

Lizelle Felix and Shane 

Mauinatu Receive the  

Christina Diaz Scholarship 

http://www.npien.com/

